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Appendix A 
Legislative Compliance Index 

 

Recognizing the multiple, overlapping legal requirements for the Long-Term Renewable Resources 
Procurement Plan (“Plan”), the Illinois Power Agency (“IPA” or “Agency”) has assembled an index of the 
applicable requirements of the IPA Act and the Public Utilities Act and a citation for which section(s) of the Plan 
address each of the requirements and/or standards.  The IPA notes that although the list is intended to be 
broad, it is not comprehensive of every legal requirement related to the Plan.  Omission of a statutory or other 
requirement should not be interpreted as waiver of the requirement by the IPA or a suggestion that the 
Commission criteria for review should be altered in any way.  Topical headings shaded in gray are intended for 
the aid of the reader and are not necessarily reflective of statutory organization. 

 
Plan Section Legal Authority 

 Development & Approval of Long-Term Renewable Resources Procurement Plan 
 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(i) 

2.2.7 The initial long-term renewable resources procurement plan and all subsequent 
revisions shall be subject to review and approval by the Commission. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(ii)(A) 

3.13 Electric utilities shall provide a range of load forecasts to the Illinois Power Agency 
within 45 days of the Agency's request for forecasts, which request shall specify the length 
and conditions for the forecasts including, but not limited to, the quantity of distributed 
generation expected to be interconnected for each year. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(ii)(B) 

Draft Plan 
was published 
September 29, 
2017. 

The Agency shall publish for comment the initial long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan no later than 120 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act of 
the 99th General Assembly. 

2.2.8 The Agency […] shall review, and may revise, the plan at least every 2 years 
thereafter. To the extent practicable, the Agency shall review and propose any revisions to 
the long-term renewable energy resources procurement plan in conjunction with the 
Agency's other planning and approval processes conducted under this Section. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(ii)(B)(aa) 

Chapters 1 – 8 The initial long-term renewable resources procurement plan shall: Identify the 
procurement programs and competitive procurement events consistent with the applicable 
requirements of the Illinois Power Agency Act and shall be designed to achieve the goals set 
forth in subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of that Act. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(ii)(B)(bb) 

5.7.1, 5.7.2, 
5.8.1, 5.8.2 

The initial long-term renewable resources procurement plan shall: […]Include a 
schedule for procurements for renewable energy credits from utility-scale wind projects, 
utility-scale solar projects, and brownfield site photovoltaic projects consistent with 



Illinois Power Agency 
Long-Term Renewable Resources Procurement Plan 

Appendix A: Legislative Compliance Index 
 
 

2 
 

Plan Section Legal Authority 

subparagraph (G) of paragraph (1) of subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of the Illinois Power 
Agency Act. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(ii)(B)(cc) 

2.2.5.1, 5.3, 
6.7, 8.12 

The initial long-term renewable resources procurement plan shall: […] Identify the 
process whereby the Agency will submit to the Commission for review and approval the 
proposed contracts to implement the programs required by such plan. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(ii)(B) 

See 
https://www.
illinois.gov/sit
es/ipa/Pages/
Renewable_R
esources.aspx. 

Copies of the initial long-term renewable resources procurement plan and all 
subsequent revisions shall be posted and made publicly available on the Agency's and 
Commission's websites, and copies shall also be provided to each affected electric utility. 

2.2.7 An affected utility and other interested parties shall have 45 days following the 
date of posting to provide comment to the Agency on the initial long-term renewable 
resources procurement plan and all subsequent revisions. All comments submitted to the 
Agency shall be specific, supported by data or other detailed analyses, and, if objecting to all 
or a portion of the procurement plan, accompanied by specific alternative wording or 
proposals. All comments shall be posted on the Agency's and Commission's websites. 

During this 45-day comment period, the Agency shall hold at least one public 
hearing within each utility's service area that is subject to the requirements of this 
paragraph (5) for the purpose of receiving public comment. 

Within 21 days following the end of the 45-day review period, the Agency may 
revise the long-term renewable resources procurement plan based on the comments 
received and shall file the plan with the Commission for review and approval. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(ii)(C) 

2.2.7 Within 14 days after the filing of the initial long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan or any subsequent revisions, any person objecting to the plan may file an 
objection with the Commission. 

Within 21 days after the filing of the plan, the Commission shall determine whether 
a hearing is necessary. The Commission shall enter its order confirming or modifying the 
initial long-term renewable resources procurement plan or any subsequent revisions 
within 120 days after the filing of the plan by the Illinois Power Agency. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(ii)(D) 

2.2.7 The Commission shall approve the initial long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan and any subsequent revisions, including expressly the forecast used in 
the plan and taking into account that funding will be limited to the amount of revenues 
actually collected by the utilities, if the Commission determines that the plan will 
reasonably and prudently accomplish the requirements of Section 1-56 and subsection (c) 
of Section 1-75 of the Illinois Power Agency Act. The Commission shall also approve the 

https://www.illinois.gov/sites/ipa/Pages/Renewable_Resources.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/sites/ipa/Pages/Renewable_Resources.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/sites/ipa/Pages/Renewable_Resources.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/sites/ipa/Pages/Renewable_Resources.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/sites/ipa/Pages/Renewable_Resources.aspx
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process for the submission, review, and approval of the proposed contracts to procure 
renewable energy credits or implement the programs authorized by the Commission 
pursuant to a long-term renewable resources procurement plan approved under this 
Section. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(iii) 

Chapters 1 – 8 The Agency or third parties contracted by the Agency shall implement all programs 
authorized by the Commission in an approved long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan without further review and approval by the Commission. 

2.2.5.1 Third parties shall not begin implementing any programs or receive any payment 
under this Section until the Commission has approved the contract or contracts under the 
process authorized by the Commission in item (D) of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (5) of 
this subsection (b) and the third party and the Agency or utility, as applicable, have 
executed the contract. 

5.1, 5.3 For those renewable energy credits subject to procurement through a competitive 
bid process under the plan or under the initial forward procurements for wind and solar 
resources described in subparagraph (G) of paragraph (1) of subsection (c) of Section 1-75 
of the Illinois Power Agency Act, the Agency shall follow the procurement process specified 
in the provisions relating to electricity procurement in subsections (e) through (i) of this 
Section. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(v) 

N/A For the public interest, safety, and welfare, the Agency and the Commission may 
adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this Section on an emergency basis immediately 
following the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 99th General Assembly. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(vi) 

2.2.8 On or before July 1 of each year, the Commission shall hold an informal hearing for 
the purpose of receiving comments on the prior year's procurement process and any 
recommendations for change. 

  

  

 Renewable Portfolio Standard: Definitions 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-10 

2.4.1 "Brownfield site photovoltaic project" means photovoltaics that are:  

(1) interconnected to an electric utility as defined in this Section, a municipal 
utility as defined in this Section, a public utility as defined in Section 3-105 of the Public 
Utilities Act, or an electric cooperative, as defined in Section 3-119 of the Public Utilities 
Act; and; 

(2) located at a site that is regulated by any of the following entities under the 
following programs: 
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(A) the United States Environmental Protection Agency under the federal 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as 
amended; 

(B)the United States Environmental Protection Agency under the Corrective Action 
Program of the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, as amended; 

(C) the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency under the Illinois Site 
Remediation Program; or 

(D) the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency under the Illinois Solid Waste 
Program. 

2.5.1.1 "Distributed renewable energy generation device" means an electric generating 
facility that is:  

(1) powered by wind, solar thermal energy, photovoltaic cells or panels, biodiesel, 
crops and untreated and unadulterated organic waste biomass, tree waste, and 
hydropower that does not involve new construction or significant expansion of 
hydropower dams; 

(2) interconnected at the distribution system level of an electric utility as defined 
in this Section, a municipal utility as defined in this Section that owns or operates electric 
distribution facilities, or a rural electric cooperative as defined in Section 3-119 of the 
Public Utilities Act; 

(3) located on the customer side of the customer's electric meter and is primarily 
used to offset that customer’s electricity load; and 

(4) limited in nameplate capacity to less than or equal to 2,000 kilowatts. 

2.2.3 “Renewable energy credit” means a tradable credit that represents the 
environmental attributes of one megawatt hour of energy produced from a renewable 
energy resource. 

2.3.2.1, 5.8.3 “Renewable energy resources” includes energy and its associated renewable 
energy credit or renewable energy credits from wind, solar thermal energy, photovoltaic 
cells and panels, biodiesel, anaerobic digestion, crops and untreated and unadulterated 
organic waste biomass, tree waste, and hydropower that does not involve new construction 
or significant expansion of hydropower dams. For purposes of this Act, landfill gas 
produced in the State is considered a renewable energy resource. "Renewable energy 
resources" does not include the incineration or burning of tires, garbage, general 
household, institutional, and commercial waste, industrial lunchroom or office waste, 
landscape waste other than tree waste, railroad crossties, utility poles, or construction or 
demolition debris, other than untreated and unadulterated waste wood. 

3.10 “Utility-scale solar project” means an electric generating facility that: 

(1) generates electricity using photovoltaic cells; and 

(2) has a nameplate capacity that is greater than 2,000 kilowatts. 

3.10 “Utility-scale wind project” means an electric generating facility that: 
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(1) generates electricity using wind; and 

(2) has a nameplate capacity that is greater than 2,000 kilowatts. 

6.14.5 “Nameplate capacity” means the aggregate inverter nameplate capacity in 
kilowatts AC. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(C) 

2.4.2 ”New wind projects” means wind renewable energy facilities that are energized 
after June 1, 2017 for the delivery year commencing June 1, 2017 or within 3 years after the 
date the Commission approves contracts for subsequent delivery years. 

“New photovoltaic projects” means photovoltaic renewable energy facilities that 
are energized after June 1, 2017. Photovoltaic projects developed under Section 1-56 of this 
Act shall not apply towards the new photovoltaic project requirements in [subparagraph 1-
75(c)(1)(C) of the IPA Act]. 

  

  

 Renewable Portfolio Standard: General Requirements 
 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(a) 

See entire 
Plan. 

Beginning with the plan or plans to be implemented in the 2017 delivery year, the 
Agency shall no longer include the procurement of renewable energy resources in the 
annual procurement plans required by this subsection (a), except as provided in subsection 
(q) of Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act, and shall instead develop a long-term 
renewable resources procurement plan in accordance with subsection (c) of this Section 
and Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(A) 

Chapters 3-8 The Agency shall develop a long-term renewable resources procurement plan that 
shall include procurement programs and competitive procurement events necessary to 
meet the goals set forth in this subsection (c).  

Draft Plan 
was published 
September 29, 
2017. 

The initial long-term renewable resources procurement plan shall be released for 
comment no later than 160 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 99th 
General Assembly. 

2.2.8 The Agency shall review, and may revise on an expedited basis, the long-term 
renewable resources procurement plan at least every 2 years, which shall be conducted in 
conjunction with the procurement plan under Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act to 
the extent practicable to minimize administrative expense. The long-term renewable 
resources procurement plans shall be subject to review and approval by the Commission 
under Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(B) 
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2.2.5.2, 2.3, 
2.3.1 

[T]he long-term renewable resources procurement plan shall include the goals for 
procurement of renewable energy credits to meet at least the following overall 
percentages: 13% by the 2017 delivery year; increasing by at least 1.5% each delivery year 
thereafter to at least 25% by the 2025 delivery year; and continuing at no less than 25% for 
each delivery year thereafter. 

2.2.5.2 In the event of a conflict between these goals and the new wind and new 
photovoltaic procurement requirements described in items (i) through (iii) of 
subparagraph (C) of this paragraph (1), the long-term plan shall prioritize compliance with 
the new wind and new photovoltaic procurement requirements described in items (i) 
through (iii) of subparagraph (C) of this paragraph (1) over the annual percentage targets 
described in this subparagraph (B). 

2.3.1, 5.9 For the delivery year beginning June 1, 2017, the procurement plan shall include 
cost-effective renewable energy resources equal to at least 13% of each utility's load for 
eligible retail customers and 13% of the applicable portion of each utility's load for retail 
customers who are not eligible retail customers, which applicable portion shall equal 50% 
of the utility's load for retail customers who are not eligible retail customers on February 
28, 2017. 

For the delivery year beginning June 1, 2018, the procurement plan shall include 
cost-effective renewable energy resources equal to at least 14.5% of each utility's load for 
eligible retail customers and 14.5% of the applicable portion of each utility's load for retail 
customers who are not eligible retail customers, which applicable portion shall equal 75% 
of the utility's load for retail customers who are not eligible retail customers on February 
28, 2017. 

For the delivery year beginning June 1, 2019, and for each year thereafter, the 
procurement plans shall include cost-effective renewable energy resources equal to a 
minimum percentage of each utility's load for all retail customers as follows: 16% by June 
1, 2019; increasing by 1.5% each year thereafter to 25% by June 1, 2025; and 25% by June 
1, 2026 and each year thereafter.” 

3.6 For each delivery year, the Agency shall first recognize each utility's obligations for 
that delivery year under existing contracts. Any renewable energy credits under existing 
contracts, including renewable energy credits as part of renewable energy resources, shall 
be used to meet the goals set forth in this subsection (c) for the delivery year.” 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(C) 

3.16 Of the renewable energy credits procured under this subsection (c), at least 75% 
shall come from wind and photovoltaic projects. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(C)(i) 

2.2.5.2, 2.4.1, 
2.4.4, 3.7, 
3.10, 5.7.1, 
5.7.2, 5.8.1 

The long-term renewable resources procurement plan described in subparagraph 
(A) of this paragraph (1) shall include the procurement of renewable energy credits in 
amounts equal to at least the following: 

By the end of the 2020 delivery year: 
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At least 2,000,000 renewable energy credits for each delivery year shall come from 
new wind projects; and 

At least 2,000,000 renewable energy credits for each delivery year shall come from 
new photovoltaic projects; of that amount, to the extent possible, the Agency shall procure: 
at least 50% from solar photovoltaic projects using the program outlined in subparagraph 
(K) of this paragraph (1) from distributed renewable energy generation devices or 
community renewable generation projects; at least 40% from utility-scale solar projects; at 
least 2% from brownfield site photovoltaic projects that are not community renewable 
generation projects; and the remainder shall be determined through the long-term 
planning process described in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph (1). 

 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(C)(ii) 

2.4.1, 2.4.4, 
3.7, 3.10, 
5.7.1, 5.7.2, 
5.8.1, 5.8.2 

The long-term renewable resources procurement plan described in subparagraph 
(A) of this paragraph (1) shall include the procurement of renewable energy credits in 
amounts equal to at least the following: […] 

By the end of the 2025 delivery year: 

At least 3,000,000 renewable energy credits for each delivery year shall come from 
new wind projects; and 

At least 3,000,000 renewable energy credits for each delivery year shall come from 
new photovoltaic projects; of that amount, to the extent possible, the Agency shall procure: 
at least 50% from solar photovoltaic projects using the program outlined in subparagraph 
(K) of this paragraph (1) from distributed renewable energy generation devices or 
community renewable generation projects; at least 40% from utility-scale solar projects; at 
least 2% from brownfield site photovoltaic projects that are not community renewable 
generation projects; and the remainder shall be determined through the long-term 
planning process described in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph (1). 

 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(c)(iii) 

2.4.1, 2.4.4, 
3.7, 3.10, 
5.7.1, 5.7.2, 
5.8.1, 5.8.2 

The long-term renewable resources procurement plan described in subparagraph 
(A) of this paragraph (1) shall include the procurement of renewable energy credits in 
amounts equal to at least the following: […] 

By the end of the 2030 delivery year: 

At least 4,000,000 renewable energy credits for each delivery year shall come from 
new wind projects; and 

At least 4,000,000 renewable energy credits for each delivery year shall come from 
new photovoltaic projects; of that amount, to the extent possible, the Agency shall procure: 
at least 50% from solar photovoltaic projects using the program outlined in subparagraph 
(K) of this paragraph (1) from distributed renewable energy generation devices or 
community renewable generation projects; at least 40% from utility-scale solar projects; at 
least 2% from brownfield site photovoltaic projects that are not community renewable 
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generation projects; and the remainder shall be determined through the long-term 
planning process described in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph (1). 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(D) 

5.6 Renewable energy credits shall be cost effective. For purposes of this subsection 
(c), "cost effective" means that the costs of procuring renewable energy resources do not 
cause the limit stated in subparagraph (E) of this paragraph (1) to be exceeded and, for 
renewable energy credits procured through a competitive procurement event, do not 
exceed benchmarks based on market prices for like products in the region. For purposes of 
this subsection (c), "like products" means contracts for renewable energy credits from the 
same or substantially similar technology, same or substantially similar vintage (new or 
existing), the same or substantially similar quantity, and the same or substantially similar 
contract length and structure. 

5.6 Benchmarks shall be developed by the procurement administrator, in consultation 
with the Commission staff, Agency staff, and the procurement monitor and shall be subject 
to Commission review and approval. If price benchmarks for like products in the region are 
not available, the procurement administrator shall establish price benchmarks based on 
publicly available data on regional technology costs and expected current and future 
regional energy prices. 

5.6 The benchmarks in this Section shall not be used to curtail or otherwise reduce 
contractual obligations entered into by or through the Agency prior to the effective date of 
this amendatory Act of the 99th General Assembly. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(E) 

2.3.4, 3.1, 3.5, 
3.17, 3.17.1, 
5.7 

For purposes of this subsection (c), the required procurement of cost-effective 
renewable energy resources for a particular year commencing prior to June 1, 2017 shall be 
measured as a percentage of the actual amount of electricity (megawatt-hours) supplied by 
the electric utility to eligible retail customers in the delivery year ending immediately prior 
to the procurement, and, for delivery years commencing on and after June 1, 2017, the 
required procurement of cost-effective renewable energy resources for a particular year 
shall be measured as a percentage of the actual amount of electricity (megawatt-hours) 
delivered by the electric utility in the delivery year ending immediately prior to the 
procurement, to all retail customers in its service territory. For purposes of this subsection 
(c), the amount paid per kilowatthour means the total amount paid for electric service 
expressed on a per kilowatthour basis. For purposes of this subsection (c), the total amount 
paid for electric service includes without limitation amounts paid for supply, transmission, 
distribution, surcharges, and add-on taxes. 

Notwithstanding the requirements of this subsection (c), the total of renewable 
energy resources procured under the procurement plan for any single year shall be subject 
to the limitations of this subparagraph (E). Such procurement shall be reduced for all retail 
customers based on the amount necessary to limit the annual estimated average net 
increase due to the costs of these resources included in the amounts paid by eligible retail 
customers in connection with electric service to no more than the greater of 2.015% of the 
amount paid per kilowatthour by those customers during the year ending May 31, 2007 or 
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the incremental amount per kilowatthour paid for these resources in 2011. To arrive at a 
maximum dollar amount of renewable energy resources to be procured for the particular 
delivery year, the resulting per kilowatthour amount shall be applied to the actual amount 
of kilowatthours of electricity delivered, or applicable portion of such amount as specified 
in paragraph (1) of this subsection (c), as applicable, by the electric utility in the delivery 
year immediately prior to the procurement to all retail customers in its service territory. 
The calculations required by this subparagraph (E) shall be made only once for each 
delivery year at the time that the renewable energy resources are procured. Once the 
determination as to the amount of renewable energy resources to procure is made based 
on the calculations set forth in this subparagraph (E) and the contracts procuring those 
amounts are executed, no subsequent rate impact determinations shall be made and no 
adjustments to those contract amounts shall be allowed. All costs incurred under such 
contracts shall be fully recoverable by the electric utility as provided in this Section. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(F) 

2.2.5.2, 5.7 If the limitation on the amount of renewable energy resources procured in 
subparagraph (E) of this paragraph (1) prevents the Agency from meeting all of the goals in 
this subsection (c), the Agency's long-term plan shall prioritize compliance with the 
requirements of this subsection (c) regarding renewable energy credits in the following 
order: 

 

(i) renewable energy credits under existing contractual obligations; 

(i-5) funding for the Illinois Solar for All Program, as described in subparagraph (O) of this 
paragraph (1); 

(ii) renewable energy credits necessary to comply with the new wind and new photovoltaic 
procurement requirements described in items (i) through (iii) of subparagraph (C) of this 
paragraph (1); and 

(iii) renewable energy credits necessary to meet the remaining requirements of this 
subsection (c). 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(G)(i) 

2.2.5.2, 2.4.3, 
3.10, 5.2, 
5.7.1, 5.7.2 

Notwithstanding whether a long-term renewable resources procurement plan has 
been approved, the Agency shall conduct an initial forward procurement for renewable 
energy credits from new utility-scale wind projects within 160 days after the effective date 
of this amendatory Act of the 99th General Assembly. For the purposes of this initial 
forward procurement, the Agency shall solicit 15-year contracts for delivery of 1,000,000 
renewable energy credits delivered annually from new utility-scale wind projects to begin 
delivery on June 1, 2019, if available, but not later than June 1, 2021. Payments to suppliers 
of renewable energy credits shall commence upon delivery. Renewable energy credits 
procured under this initial procurement shall be included in the Agency's long-term plan 
and shall apply to all renewable energy goals in this subsection (c). 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(G)(ii) 
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2.2, 2.4.3, 
3.10, 5.2, 
5.7.1, 5.7.2 

Notwithstanding whether a long-term renewable resources procurement plan has 
been approved, the Agency shall conduct an initial forward procurement for renewable 
energy credits from new utility-scale solar projects and brownfield site photovoltaic 
projects within one year after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 99th General 
Assembly. For the purposes of this initial forward procurement, the Agency shall solicit 15-
year contracts for delivery of 1,000,000 renewable energy credits delivered annually from 
new utility-scale solar projects and brownfield site photovoltaic projects to begin delivery 
on June 1, 2019, if available, but not later than June 1, 2021. The Agency may structure this 
initial procurement in one or more discrete procurement events. Payments to suppliers of 
renewable energy credits shall commence upon delivery. Renewable energy credits 
procured under this initial procurement shall be included in the Agency's long-term plan 
and shall apply to all renewable energy  goals in this subsection (c). 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(G)(iii) 

2.4.4, 5.1, 
5.7.1, 5.8.2 

Subsequent forward procurements for utility-scale wind projects shall solicit at 
least 1,000,000 renewable energy credits delivered annually per procurement event and 
shall be planned, scheduled, and designed such that the cumulative amount of renewable 
energy credits delivered from all new wind projects in each delivery year shall not exceed 
the Agency's projection of the cumulative amount of renewable energy credits that will be 
delivered from all new photovoltaic projects, including utility-scale and distributed 
photovoltaic devices, in the same delivery year at the time scheduled for wind contract 
delivery. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(G)(iv) 

2.2.5.2, 2.4.5, 
3.7, 5.8.1, 
5.8.2 

If, at any time after the time set for delivery of renewable energy credits pursuant 
to the initial procurements in items (i) and (ii) of this subparagraph (G), the cumulative 
amount of renewable energy credits projected to be delivered from all new wind projects in 
a given delivery year exceeds the cumulative amount of renewable energy credits projected 
to be delivered from all new photovoltaic projects in that delivery year by 200,000 or more 
renewable energy credits, then the Agency shall within 60 days adjust the procurement 
programs in the long-term renewable resources procurement plan to ensure that the 
projected cumulative amount of renewable energy credits to be delivered from all new 
wind projects does not exceed the projected cumulative amount of renewable energy 
credits to be delivered from all new photovoltaic projects by 200,000 or more renewable 
energy credits, provided that nothing in this Section shall preclude the projected 
cumulative amount of renewable energy credits to be delivered from all new photovoltaic 
projects from exceeding the projected cumulative amount of renewable energy credits to 
be delivered from all new wind projects in each delivery year and provided further that 
nothing in this item (iv) shall require the curtailment of an executed contract. The Agency 
shall update, on a quarterly basis, its projection of the renewable energy credits to be 
delivered from all projects in each delivery year. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, 
the Agency may adjust the timing of procurement events conducted under this 
subparagraph (G). The long-term renewable resources procurement plan shall set forth the 
process by which the adjustments may be made. 
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 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(G)(v) 

5.3, 5.4 All procurements under this subparagraph (G) shall comply with the geographic 
requirements in subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (1) and shall follow the procurement 
processes and procedures described in this Section and Section 16-111.5 of the Public 
Utilities Act to the extent practicable, and these processes and procedures may be 
expedited to accommodate the schedule established by this subparagraph (G). 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(H) 

2.3.1, 2.3.4, 
3.3 

(i) Within 45 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 99th 
General Assembly, an alternative retail electric supplier or its successor shall submit an 
informational filing to the Illinois Commerce Commission certifying that, as of December 
31, 2015, the alternative retail electric supplier owned one or more electric generating 
facilities that generates renewable energy resources as defined in Section 1-10 of this Act, 
provided that such facilities are not powered by wind or photovoltaics, and the facilities 
generate one renewable energy credit for each megawatthour of energy produced from the 
facility. 

The informational filing shall identify each facility that was eligible to satisfy the 
alternative retail electric supplier's obligations under Section 16-115D of the Public 
Utilities Act as described in this item (i). 

(ii) For a given delivery year, the alternative retail electric supplier may elect to 
supply its retail customers with renewable energy credits from the facility or facilities 
described in item (i) of this subparagraph (H) that continue to be owned by the alternative 
retail electric supplier. 

(iii) The alternative retail electric supplier shall notify the Agency and the 
applicable utility, no later than February 28 of the year preceding the applicable delivery 
year or 15 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 99th General 
Assembly, whichever is later, of its election under item (ii) of this subparagraph (H) to 
supply renewable energy credits to retail customers of the utility. Such election shall 
identify the amount of renewable energy credits to be supplied by the alternative retail 
electric supplier to the utility's retail customers and the source of the renewable energy 
credits identified in the informational filing as described in item (i) of this subparagraph 
(H), subject to the following limitations: 

For the delivery year beginning June 1, 2018, the maximum amount of renewable 
energy credits to be supplied by an alternative retail electric supplier under this 
subparagraph (H) shall be 68% multiplied by 25% multiplied by 14.5% multiplied by the 
amount of metered electricity (megawatt-hours) delivered by the alternative retail electric 
supplier to Illinois retail customers during the delivery year ending May 31, 2016. 

For delivery years beginning June 1, 2019 and each year thereafter, the maximum 
amount of renewable energy credits to be supplied by an alternative retail electric supplier 
under this subparagraph (H) shall be 68% multiplied by 50% multiplied by 16% multiplied 
by the amount of metered electricity (megawatt-hours) delivered by the alternative retail 
electric supplier to Illinois retail customers during the delivery year ending May 31, 2016, 
provided that the 16% value shall increase by 1.5% each delivery year thereafter to 25% by 



Illinois Power Agency 
Long-Term Renewable Resources Procurement Plan 

Appendix A: Legislative Compliance Index 
 
 

12 
 

Plan Section Legal Authority 

the delivery year beginning June 1, 2025, and thereafter the 25% value shall apply to each 
delivery year. 

For each delivery year, the total amount of renewable energy credits supplied by 
all alternative retail electric suppliers under this subparagraph (H) shall not exceed 9% of 
the Illinois target renewable energy credit quantity. The Illinois target renewable energy 
credit quantity for the delivery year beginning June 1, 2018 is 14.5% multiplied by the total 
amount of metered electricity (megawatt-hours) delivered in the delivery year immediately 
preceding that delivery year, provided that the 14.5% shall increase by 1.5% each delivery 
year thereafter to 25% by the delivery year beginning June 1, 2025, and thereafter the 25% 
value shall apply to each delivery year. 

If the requirements set forth in items (i) through (iii) of this subparagraph (H) are 
met, the charges that would otherwise be applicable to the retail customers of the 
alternative retail electric supplier under paragraph (6) of this subsection (c) for the 
applicable delivery year shall be reduced by the ratio of the quantity of renewable energy 
credits supplied by the alternative retail electric supplier compared to that supplier's target 
renewable energy credit quantity. The supplier's target renewable energy credit quantity 
for the delivery year beginning June 1, 2018 is 14.5% multiplied by the total amount of 
metered electricity (megawatt-hours) delivered by the alternative retail supplier in that 
delivery year, provided that the 14.5% shall increase by 1.5% each delivery year thereafter 
to 25% by the delivery year beginning June 1, 2025, and thereafter the 25% value shall 
apply to each delivery year.  

On or before April 1 of each year, the Agency shall annually publish a report on its 
website that identifies the aggregate amount of renewable energy credits supplied by 
alternative retail electric suppliers under this subparagraph (H). 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(I) 

2.2.1, 2.2.5.2, 
2.3.2.2, 4.1, 
4.1.1, 4.1.2 

The Agency shall design its long-term renewable energy procurement plan to 
maximize the State's interest in the health, safety, and welfare of its residents, including but 
not limited to minimizing sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, particulate matter and other 
pollution that adversely affects public health in this State, increasing fuel and resource 
diversity in this State, enhancing the reliability and resiliency of the electricity distribution 
system in this State, meeting goals to limit carbon dioxide emissions under federal or State 
law, and contributing to a cleaner and healthier environment for the citizens of this State. In 
order to further these legislative purposes, renewable energy credits shall be eligible to be 
counted toward the renewable energy requirements of this subsection (c) if they are 
generated from facilities located in this State. The Agency may qualify renewable energy 
credits from facilities located in states adjacent to Illinois if the generator demonstrates and 
the Agency determines that the operation of such facility or facilities will help promote the 
State's interest in the health, safety, and welfare of its residents based on the public interest 
criteria described above. To ensure that the public interest criteria are applied to the 
procurement and given full effect, the Agency's long-term procurement plan shall describe 
in detail how each public interest factor shall be considered and weighted for facilities 
located in states adjacent to Illinois. 
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 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(J) 

2.2, 2.3.2.3, 
4.2, 5.2, 5.4 

In order to promote the competitive development of renewable energy resources 
in furtherance of the State's interest in the health, safety, and welfare of its residents, 
renewable energy credits shall not be eligible to be counted toward the renewable energy 
requirements of this subsection (c) if they are sourced from a generating unit whose costs 
were being recovered through rates regulated by this State or any other state or states on 
or after January 1, 2017. Each contract executed to purchase renewable energy credits 
under this subsection (c) shall provide for the contract's termination if the costs of the 
generating unit supplying the renewable energy credits subsequently begin to be recovered 
through rates regulated by this State or any other state or states; and each contract shall 
further provide that, in that event, the supplier of the credits must return 110% of all 
payments received under the contract. Amounts returned under the requirements of this 
subparagraph (J) shall be retained by the utility and all of these amounts shall be used for 
the procurement of additional renewable energy credits from new wind or new 
photovoltaic resources as defined in this subsection (c). The long-term plan shall provide 
that these renewable energy credits shall be procured in the next procurement event. 

Notwithstanding the limitations of this subparagraph (J), renewable energy credits 
sourced from generating units that are constructed, purchased, owned, or leased by an 
electric utility as part of an approved project, program, or pilot under Section 1-56 of this 
Act shall be eligible to be counted toward the renewable energy requirements of this 
subsection (c), regardless of how the costs of these units are recovered. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(4) 

2.2.3, 2.5.1.2, 
2.6.1, 

The electric utility shall retire all renewable energy credits used to comply with the 
standard. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(7) 

2.3.2.4 Renewable energy credits procured from new photovoltaic projects or new 
distributed renewable energy generation devices under this Section after the effective date 
of this amendatory Act of the 99th General Assembly must be procured from devices 
installed by a qualified person in compliance with the requirements of Section 16-128A of 
the Public Utilities Act and any rules or regulations adopted thereunder. 

2.3.5, 6.14.3 In meeting the renewable energy requirements of this subsection (c), to the extent 
feasible and consistent with State and federal law, the renewable energy credit 
procurements, Adjustable Block solar program, and community renewable generation 
program shall provide employment opportunities for all segments of the population and 
workforce, including minority-owned and female-owned business enterprises, and shall 
not, consistent with State and federal law, discriminate based on race or socioeconomic 
status. 

  

  

 Adjustable Block Program 
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 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(K) 

2.2, 5.2, 6.3, 
6.3.1, 6.4, 
6.5.1, 6.5.2 

The long-term renewable resources procurement plan developed by the Agency in 
accordance with subparagraph (A) of this paragraph (1) shall include an Adjustable Block 
program for the procurement of renewable energy credits from new photovoltaic projects 
that are distributed renewable energy generation devices or new photovoltaic community 
renewable generation projects. The Adjustable Block program shall be designed to provide 
a transparent schedule of prices and quantities to enable the photovoltaic market to scale 
up and for renewable energy credit prices to adjust at a predictable rate over time. The 
prices set by the Adjustable Block program can be reflected as a set value or as the product 
of a formula. 

The Adjustable Block program shall include for each category of eligible projects: a 
schedule of standard block purchase prices to be offered; a series of steps, with associated 
nameplate capacity and purchase prices that adjust from step to step; and automatic 
opening of the next step as soon as the nameplate capacity and available purchase prices 
for an open step are fully committed or reserved. Only projects energized on or after June 1, 
2017 shall be eligible for the Adjustable Block program. For each block group the Agency 
shall determine the number of blocks, the amount of generation capacity in each block, and 
the purchase price for each block, provided that the purchase price provided and the total 
amount of generation in all blocks for all block groups shall be sufficient to meet the goals 
in this subsection (c).  

6.5.3, 6.8 The Agency may periodically review its prior decisions establishing the number of 
blocks, the amount of generation capacity in each block, and the purchase price for each 
block, and may propose, on an expedited basis, changes to these previously set values, 
including but not limited to redistributing these amounts and the available funds as 
necessary and appropriate, subject to Commission approval as part of the periodic plan 
revision process described in Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act. 

6.3 The Agency may define different block sizes, purchase prices, or other distinct 
terms and conditions for projects located in different utility service territories if the Agency 
deems it necessary to meet the goals in this subsection (c). 

2.5.1.1, 6.3 The Adjustable Block program shall include at least the following block groups in 
at least the following amounts, which may be adjusted upon review by the Agency and 
approval by the Commission as described in this subparagraph (K): 

(i) At least 25% from distributed renewable energy generation devices with a 
nameplate capacity of no more than 10 kilowatts. 

(ii) At least 25% from distributed renewable energy generation devices with a 
nameplate capacity of more than 10 kilowatts and no more than 2,000 kilowatts. The 
Agency may create sub-categories within this category to account for the differences 
between projects for small commercial customers, large commercial customers, and public 
or non-profit customers. 

(iii) At least 25% from photovoltaic community renewable generation projects. 
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(iv) The remaining 25% shall be allocated as specified by the Agency in the long-
term renewable resources procurement plan. 

2.5.1.1 The Adjustable Block program shall be designed to ensure that renewable energy 
credits are procured from photovoltaic distributed renewable energy generation devices 
and new photovoltaic community renewable energy generation projects in diverse 
locations and are not concentrated in a few geographic areas. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(L)(i) 

6.7, 6.14.5 The procurement of photovoltaic renewable energy credits under items (i) through 
(iv) of subparagraph (K) of this paragraph (1) shall be subject to the following contract and 
payment terms: 

(i) The Agency shall procure contracts of at least 15 years in length. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(L)(ii) 

6.6 For those renewable energy credits that qualify and are procured under item (i) of 
subparagraph (K) of this paragraph (1), the renewable energy credit purchase price shall 
be paid in full by the contracting utilities at the time that the facility producing the 
renewable energy credits is interconnected at the distribution system level of the utility 
and energized. 

2.5.1.2, 6.16.2 The electric utility shall receive and retire all renewable energy credits generated 
by the project for the first 15 years of operation. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(L)(iii) 

6.6 For those renewable energy credits that qualify and are procured under item (ii) 
and (iii) of subparagraph (K) of this paragraph (1) and any additional categories of 
distributed generation included in the long-term renewable resources procurement plan 
and approved by the Commission, 20 percent of the renewable energy credit purchase 
price shall be paid by the contracting utilities at the time that the facility producing the 
renewable energy credits is interconnected at the distribution system level of the utility 
and energized. The remaining portion shall be paid ratably over the subsequent 4-year 
period. The electric utility shall receive and retire all renewable energy credits generated 
by the project for the first 15 years of operation. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(L)(iv) 

6.16 Each contract shall include provisions to ensure the delivery of the renewable 
energy credits for the full term of the contract. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(L)(v) 

6.15.1 The utility shall be the counterparty to the contracts executed under this 
subparagraph (L) that are approved by the Commission under the process described in 
Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act. No contract shall be executed for an amount 
that is less than one renewable energy credit per year. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(L)(vi) 
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6.6 If, at any time, approved applications for the Adjustable Block program exceed 
funds collected by the electric utility or would cause the Agency to exceed the limitation 
described in subparagraph (E) of this paragraph (1) on the amount of renewable energy 
resources that may be procured, then the Agency shall consider future uncommitted funds 
to be reserved for these contracts on a first-come, first-served basis, with the delivery of 
renewable energy credits required beginning at the time that the reserved funds become 
available. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(M) 

6.10 The Agency shall be authorized to retain one or more experts or expert consulting 
firms to develop, administer, implement, operate, and evaluate the Adjustable Block 
program described in subparagraph (K) of this paragraph (1), and the Agency shall retain 
the consultant or consultants in the same manner, to the extent practicable, as the Agency 
retains others to administer provisions of this Act, including, but not limited to, the 
procurement administrator. The selection of experts and expert consulting firms and the 
procurement process described in this subparagraph (M) are exempt from the 
requirements of Section 20-10 of the Illinois Procurement Code, under Section 20-10 of 
that Code. The Agency shall strive to minimize administrative expenses in the 
implementation of the Adjustable Block program. 

6.5.3, 6.8 The Agency and its consultant or consultants shall monitor block activity, share 
program activity with stakeholders and conduct regularly scheduled meetings to discuss 
program activity and market conditions. If necessary, the Agency may make prospective 
administrative adjustments to the Adjustable Block program design, such as redistributing 
available funds or making adjustments to purchase prices as necessary to achieve the goals 
of this subsection (c). Program modifications to any price, capacity block, or other program 
element that do not deviate from the Commission's approved value by more than 25% shall 
take effect immediately and are not subject to Commission review and approval. Program 
modifications to any price, capacity block, or other program element that deviate more 
than 25% from the Commission's approved value must be approved by the Commission as 
a long-term plan amendment under Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act. The Agency 
shall consider stakeholder feedback when making adjustments to the Adjustable Block 
design and shall notify stakeholders in advance of any planned changes. 

  

  
 

Community Renewable Generation Program 
 20 ILCS 3855/1-10 

2.2.3, 7.1, 7.3, 
7.3.1 

“Community renewable generation project" means an electric generating facility 
that:  

(1) is powered by wind, solar thermal energy, photovoltaic cells or panels, 
biodiesel, crops and untreated and unadulterated organic waste biomass, tree waste, and 
hydropower that does not involve new construction or significant expansion of 
hydropower dams; 
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(2) is interconnected at the distribution system level of an electric utility as defined 
in this Section, a municipal utility as defined in this Section that owns or operates electric 
distribution facilities, a public utility as defined in Section 3-105 of the Public Utilities Act, 
or an electric cooperative, as defined in Section 3-119 of the Public Utilities Act; 

(3) credits the value of electricity generated by the facility to the subscribers of the 
facility; and 

(4) is limited in nameplate capacity to less than or equal to 2,000 kilowatts. 

7.1, 7.4 “Subscriber” means a person who (i) takes delivery service from an electric utility, 
and (ii) has a subscription of no less than 200 watts to a community renewable generation 
project that is located in the electric utility's service area. No subscriber's subscriptions 
may total more than 40% of the nameplate capacity of an individual community renewable 
generation project. Entities that are affiliated by virtue of a common parent shall not 
represent multiple subscriptions that total more than 40% of the nameplate capacity of an 
individual community renewable generation project. 

7.1 “Subscription" means an interest in a community renewable generation project 
expressed in kilowatts, which is sized primarily to offset part or all of the subscriber's 
electricity usage. 

 
20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(N) 

2.2, 2.5.2, 5.2, 
5.8.4, 7.1, 
7.6.1, 7.6.2 

The long-term renewable resources procurement plan required by this subsection 
(c) shall include a community renewable generation program. The Agency shall establish 
the terms, conditions, and program requirements for community renewable generation 
projects with a goal to expand renewable energy generating facility access to a broader 
group of energy consumers, to ensure robust participation opportunities for residential 
and small commercial customers and those who cannot install renewable energy on their 
own properties.  

2.2.5.2, 2.5.2, 
7.6.2, 7.7 

Any plan approved by the Commission shall allow subscriptions to community 
renewable generation projects to be portable and transferable. For purposes of this 
subparagraph (N), "portable" means that subscriptions may be retained by the subscriber 
even if the subscriber relocates or changes its address within the same utility service 
territory; and "transferable" means that a subscriber may assign or sell subscriptions to 
another person within the same utility service territory. 

N/A (not IPA 
obligation) 

Electric utilities shall provide a monetary credit to a subscriber's subsequent bill 
for service for the proportional output of a community renewable generation project 
attributable to that subscriber as specified in Section 16-107.5 of the Public Utilities Act.  

6.1, 6.4, 6.5.2, 
6.13.1, 6.15.4, 
7.2, 8.6.2, 
8.6.2.1 

The Agency shall purchase renewable energy credits from subscribed shares of 
photovoltaic community renewable generation projects through the Adjustable Block 
program described in subparagraph (K) of this paragraph (1) or through the Illinois Solar 
for All Program described in Section 1-56 of this Act. The electric utility shall purchase any 
unsubscribed energy from community renewable generation projects that are Qualifying 
Facilities ("QF") under the electric utility's tariff for purchasing the output from QFs under 
Public Utilities Regulatory Policies Act of 1978.  
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N/A (not IPA 
obligation) 

The owners of and any subscribers to a community renewable generation project 
shall not be considered public utilities or alternative retail electricity suppliers under the 
Public Utilities Act solely as a result of their interest in or subscription to a community 
renewable generation project and shall not be required to become an alternative retail 
electric supplier by participating in a community renewable generation project with a 
public utility. 

  

  

 Utility Collections to Recover RPS Costs 

 220 ILCS 5/16-108(k) 

N/A (not IPA 
obligation) 

Beginning June 1, 2017, the electric utility shall be entitled to recover through 
tariffed charges all of the costs associated with the purchase of renewable energy resources 
to meet the renewable energy resource standards of subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of the 
Illinois Power Agency Act, under procurement plans as approved in accordance with that 
Section and Section 16-111.5 of this Act. Such costs shall include the costs of procuring the 
renewable energy resources, as well as the reasonable costs that the utility incurs as part of 
the procurement processes and to implement and comply with plans and processes 
approved by the Commission under such Sections. The costs associated with the purchase 
of renewable energy resources shall be allocated across all retail customers in proportion 
to the amount of renewable energy resources the utility procures for such customers 
through a single, uniform cents per kilowatt-hour charge applicable to such retail 
customers, which shall appear as a separate line item on each such customer's bill. 

Notwithstanding whether the Commission has approved the initial long-term 
renewable resources procurement plan as of June 1, 2017, an electric utility shall place new 
tariffed charges into effect beginning with the June 2017 monthly billing period, to the 
extent practicable, to begin recovering the costs of procuring renewable energy resources, 
as those charges are calculated under the limitations described in subparagraph (E) of 
paragraph (1) of subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of the Illinois Power Agency Act. 
Notwithstanding the date on which the utility places such new tariffed charges into effect, 
the utility shall be permitted to collect the charges under such tariff as if the tariff had been 
in effect beginning with the first day of the June 2017 monthly billing period. For the 
delivery years commencing June 1, 2017, June 1, 2018, and June 1, 2019, the electric utility 
shall deposit into a separate interest bearing account of a financial institution the monies 
collected under the tariffed charges. Any interest earned shall be credited back to retail 
customers under the reconciliation proceeding provided for in this subsection (k), provided 
that the electric utility shall first be reimbursed from the interest for the administrative 
costs that it incurs to administer and manage the account. Any taxes due on the funds in the 
account, or interest earned on it, will be paid from the account or, if insufficient monies are 
available in the account, from the monies collected under the tariffed charges to recover the 
costs of procuring renewable energy resources. Monies deposited in the account shall be 
subject to the review, reconciliation, and true-up process described in this subsection (k) 
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that is applicable to the funds collected and costs incurred for the procurement of 
renewable energy resources. 

The electric utility shall be entitled to recover all of the costs identified in this 
subsection (k) through automatic adjustment clause tariffs applicable to all of the utility's 
retail customers that allow the electric utility to adjust its tariffed charges consistent with 
this subsection (k). The determination as to whether any excess funds were collected 
during a given delivery year for the purchase of renewable energy resources, and the 
crediting of any excess funds back to retail customers, shall not be made until after the 
close of the delivery year, which will ensure that the maximum amount of funds is available 
to implement the approved long-term renewable resources procurement plan during a 
given delivery year. The electric utility's collections under such automatic adjustment 
clause tariffs to recover the costs of renewable energy resources and zero emission credits 
from zero emission facilities shall be subject to separate annual review, reconciliation, and 
true-up against actual costs by the Commission under a procedure that shall be specified in 
the electric utility's automatic adjustment clause tariffs and that shall be approved by the 
Commission in connection with its approval of such tariffs. The procedure shall provide 
that any difference between the electric utility's collections under the automatic 
adjustment charges for an annual period and the electric utility's actual costs of renewable 
energy resources and zero emission credits from zero emission facilities for that same 
annual period shall be refunded to or collected from, as applicable, the electric utility's 
retail customers in subsequent periods. 

Nothing in this subsection (k) is intended to affect, limit, or change the right of the 
electric utility to recover the costs associated with the procurement of renewable energy 
resources for periods commencing before, on, or after June 1, 2017, as otherwise provided 
in the Illinois Power Agency Act. 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, the Commission shall not conduct an 
annual review, reconciliation, and true-up associated with renewable energy resources' 
collections and costs for the delivery years commencing June 1, 2017, June 1, 2018, June 1, 
2019, and June 1, 2020, and shall instead conduct a single review, reconciliation, and true-
up associated with renewable energy resources' collections and costs for the 4-year period 
beginning June 1, 2017 and ending May 31, 2021, provided that the review, reconciliation, 
and true-up shall not be initiated until after August 31, 2021. During the 4-year period, the 
utility shall be permitted to collect and retain funds under this subsection (k) and to 
purchase renewable energy resources under an approved long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan using those funds regardless of the delivery year in which the funds 
were collected during the 4-year period. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(6) 

N/A (not IPA 
obligation) 

The electric utility shall be entitled to recover all of its costs associated with the 
procurement of renewable energy credits under plans approved under this Section and 
Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act. These costs shall include associated reasonable 
expenses for implementing the procurement programs, including, but not limited to, the 
costs of administering and evaluating the Adjustable Block program, through an automatic 
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adjustment clause tariff in accordance with subsection (k) of Section 16-108 of the Public 
Utilities Act. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(L)(vii) 

2.3.4, 2.5.1.2 Nothing in this Section [1-75 of the IPA Act] shall require the utility to advance any 
payment or pay any amounts that exceed the actual amount of revenues collected by the 
utility under paragraph (6) of this subsection (c) and subsection (k) of Section 16-108 of 
the Public Utilities Act, and contracts executed under this Section shall expressly 
incorporate this limitation. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(b)(5)(iv) 

N/A (not IPA 
obligation) 

An electric utility shall recover its costs associated with the procurement of 
renewable energy credits under this Section through an automatic adjustment clause tariff 
under subsection (k) of Section 16-108 of this Act. 

2.3.4, 2.5.1.2 A utility shall not be required to advance any payment or pay any amounts under 
this Section that exceed the actual amount of revenues collected by the utility under 
paragraph (6) of subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of the Illinois Power Agency Act and 
subsection (k) of Section 16-108 of this Act, and contracts executed under this Section shall 
expressly incorporate this limitation. 

  

  

 Illinois Solar for All Program 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(2) 

8.1 The Illinois Power Agency Renewable Energy Resources Fund shall also be used to 
create the Illinois Solar for All Program, which shall include incentives for low-income 
distributed generation and community solar projects, and other associated approved 
expenditures. The objectives of the Illinois Solar for All Program are to bring photovoltaics 
to low-income communities in this State in a manner that maximizes the development of 
new photovoltaic generating facilities, to create a long-term, low-income solar marketplace 
throughout this State, to integrate, through interaction with stakeholders, with existing 
energy efficiency initiatives, and to minimize administrative costs. 

Chapter 8 The Agency shall include a description of its proposed approach to the design, 
administration, implementation and evaluation of the Illinois Solar for All Program, as part 
of the long-term renewable resources procurement plan authorized by subsection (c) of 
Section 1-75 of this Act, and the program shall be designed to grow the low-income solar 
market. 

8.2.1, 8.4.1, 
8.4.2, 8.4.3, 
8.4.5, 8.12 

The Agency or utility, as applicable, shall purchase renewable energy credits from 
the (i) photovoltaic distributed renewable energy generation projects and (ii) community 
solar projects that are procured under procurement processes authorized by the long-term 
renewable resources procurement plans approved by the Commission. 



Illinois Power Agency 
Long-Term Renewable Resources Procurement Plan 

Appendix A: Legislative Compliance Index 
 
 

21 
 

Plan Section Legal Authority 

8.4.1, 8.4.2, 
8.4.3, 8.4.5 

The Illinois Solar For All program offerings described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (D) of this paragraph (2), which the Agency shall implement through contracts 
with third-party providers and, subject to appropriation, pay the approximate amounts 
identified using monies available in the Illinois Power Agency Renewable Energy Resources 
Fund. 

2.6.3, 8.2.2 Each contract that provides for the installation of solar facilities shall provide that 
the solar facilities will produce energy and economic benefits, at a level determined by the 
Agency to be reasonable, for the participating low income customers. 

8.4.1, 8.4.5, 
8.16 

The monies available in the Illinois Power Agency Renewable Energy Resources 
Fund and not otherwise committed to contracts executed under subsection (i) of this 
Section shall be allocated among the programs described in this paragraph (2), as follows: 
22.5% of these funds shall be allocated to programs described in subparagraph (A) of this 
paragraph (2), 37.5% of these funds shall be allocated to programs described in 
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph (2), 15% of these funds shall be allocated to programs 
described in subparagraph (C) of this paragraph (2), and 25% of these funds, but in no 
event more than $50,000,000, shall be allocated to programs described in subparagraph 
(D) of this paragraph (2). The allocation of funds among subparagraphs (A), (B), or (C) of 
this paragraph (2) may be changed if the Agency or administrator, through delegated 
authority, determines incentives in subparagraphs (A), (B), or (C) of this paragraph (2) 
have not been adequately subscribed to fully utilize the Illinois Power Agency Renewable 
Energy Resources Fund. The determination shall include input through a stakeholder 
process. 

2.2, 2.6.1, 5.3 The program offerings described in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of this 
paragraph (2) shall also be implemented through contracts funded from such additional 
amounts as are allocated to one or more of the programs in the long-term renewable 
resources procurement plans as specified in subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of this Act and 
subparagraph (O) of paragraph (1) of such subsection (c). 

8.4.5 Contracts that will be paid with funds in the Illinois Power Agency Renewable 
Energy Resources Fund shall be executed by the Agency. Contracts that will be paid with 
funds collected by an electric utility shall be executed by the electric utility. 

2.6.3, 8.2.2, 
8.6.1.2, 
8.6.1.3, 8.11, 
8.14 

Contracts under the Illinois Solar for All Program shall include an approach, as set 
forth in the long-term renewable resources procurement plans, to ensure the wholesale 
market value of the energy is credited to participating low-income customers or 
organizations and to ensure tangible economic benefits flow directly to program 
participants, except in the case of low-income multi-family housing where the low-income 
customer does not directly pay for energy. 

2.6.3, 8.11 Priority shall be given to projects that demonstrate meaningful involvement of 
low-income community members in designing the initial proposals. Acceptable proposals 
to implement projects must demonstrate the applicant's ability to conduct initial 
community outreach, education, and recruitment of low-income participants in the 
community. Projects must include job training opportunities if available, and shall 
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endeavor to coordinate with the job training programs described in paragraph (1) of 
subsection (a) of Section 16-108.12 of the Public Utilities Act. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(2)(A) 

2.6.2.1 Low-income distributed generation incentive. This program will provide 
incentives to low-income customers, either directly or through solar providers, to increase 
the participation of low-income households in photovoltaic on-site distributed generation. 

2.6.2.1, 8.10, 
8.11 

Companies participating in this program that install solar panels shall commit to 
hiring job trainees for a portion of their low-income installations, and an administrator 
shall facilitate partnering the companies that install solar panels with entities that provide 
solar panel installation job training. 

8.6.1, 8.8, 
8.15.4 

It is a goal of this program that a minimum of 25% of the incentives for this 
program be allocated to projects located within environmental justice communities. 

2.6.2.1 Contracts entered into under this paragraph may be entered into with an entity 
that will develop and administer the program and shall also include contracts for 
renewable energy credits from the photovoltaic distributed generation that is the subject of 
the program, as set forth in the long-term renewable resources procurement plan. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(2)(B) 

2.6.2.2 Low-Income Community Solar Project Initiative. Incentives shall be offered to low-
income customers, either directly or through developers, to increase the participation of 
low-income subscribers of community solar projects. 

2.6.2.2 The developer of each project shall identify its partnership with community 
stakeholders regarding the location, development, and participation in the project, 
provided that nothing shall preclude a project from including an anchor tenant that does 
not qualify as low-income. 

2.6.2.2 Incentives should also be offered to community solar projects that are 100% low-
income subscriber owned, which includes low-income households, not-for-profit 
organizations, and affordable housing owners. 

8.6.2, 8.8, 
8.15.4 

It is a goal of this program that a minimum of 25% of the incentives for this 
program be allocated to community photovoltaic projects in environmental justice 
communities. 

2.6.2.2 Contracts entered into under this paragraph may be entered into with developers 
and shall also include contracts for renewable energy credits related to the program. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(2)(C) 

2.6.2.3 Incentives for non-profits and public facilities. Under this program funds shall be 
used to support on-site photovoltaic distributed renewable energy generation devices to 
serve the load associated with not-for-profit customers and to support photovoltaic 
distributed renewable energy generation that uses photovoltaic technology to serve the 
load associated with public sector customers taking service at public buildings. 
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8.6.3, 8.8, 
8.15.4 

It is a goal of this program that at least 25% of the incentives for this program be 
allocated to projects located in environmental justice communities. 

2.6.2.3 Contracts entered into under this paragraph may be entered into with an entity 
that will develop and administer the program or with developers and shall also include 
contracts for renewable energy credits related to the program. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(2)(D) 

2.6.2.4 Under this program, persons, including, but not limited to, electric utilities, shall 
propose pilot community solar projects. 

2.6.2.4 Community solar projects proposed under this subparagraph (D) may exceed 
2,000 kilowatts in nameplate capacity, but the amount paid per project under this program 
may not exceed $20,000,000. 

2.6.2.4 Pilot projects must result in economic benefits for the members of the community 
in which the project will be located. 

2.6.2.4 The proposed pilot project must include a partnership with at least one 
community-based organization. 

2.6.2.4 Approved pilot projects shall be competitively bid by the Agency, subject to fair 
and equitable guidelines developed by the Agency. 

2.6.2.4 Funding available under this subparagraph (D) may not be distributed solely to a 
utility, and at least some funds under this subparagraph (D) must include a project 
partnership that includes community ownership by the project subscribers. 

2.6.2.4 Contracts entered into under this paragraph may be entered into with an entity 
that will develop and administer the program or with developers and shall also include 
contracts for renewable energy credits related to the program. 

N/A (not IPA 
obligation) 

A project proposed by a utility that is implemented under this subparagraph (D) 
shall not be included in the utility's ratebase. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(3) 

2.6.1 Costs associated with the Illinois Solar for All Program and its components 
described in paragraph (2) of this subsection (b), including, but not limited to, costs 
associated with procuring experts, consultants, and the program administrator referenced 
in this subsection (b) and related incremental costs, and costs related to the evaluation of 
the Illinois Solar for All Program, may be paid for using monies in the Illinois Power Agency 
Renewable Energy Resources Fund, but the Agency or program administrator shall strive 
to minimize costs in the implementation of the program. 

2.6.1, 8.4.5 The Agency shall purchase renewable energy credits from generation that is the 
subject of a contract under subparagraphs (A) through (D) of this paragraph (2) of this 
subsection (b), and may pay for such renewable energy credits through an upfront 
payment per installed kilowatt of nameplate capacity paid once the device is 
interconnected at the distribution system level of the utility and is energized. The payment 
shall be in exchange for an assignment of all renewable energy credits generated by the 
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system during the first 15 years of operation and shall be structured to overcome barriers 
to participation in the solar market by the low-income community. 

2.6.1, 8.5, 8.7, 
8.8, 8.15.4 

The Agency shall ensure collaboration with community agencies, and allocate up to 
5% of the funds available under the Illinois Solar for All Program to community-based 
groups to assist in grassroots education efforts related to the Illinois Solar for All Program. 

2.6.1 The Agency shall retire any renewable energy credits purchased from this program 
and the credits shall count towards the obligation under subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of 
this Act for the electric utility to which the project is interconnected. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(4) 

Chapter 8 The Agency shall, consistent with the requirements of this subsection (b), propose 
the Illinois Solar for All Program terms, conditions, and requirements, including the prices 
to be paid for renewable energy credits, and which prices may be determined through a 
formula, through the development, review, and approval of the Agency's long-term 
renewable resources procurement plan described in subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of this 
Act and Section 16-111.5 of the Public Utilities Act. 

2.6.2, 8.5 In the course of the Commission proceeding initiated to review and approve the 
plan, including the Illinois Solar for All Program proposed by the Agency, a party may 
propose an additional low-income solar or solar incentive program, or modifications to the 
programs proposed by the Agency, and the Commission may approve an additional 
program, or modifications to the Agency's proposed program, if the additional or modified 
program more effectively maximizes the benefits to low-income customers after taking into 
account all relevant factors, including, but not limited to, the extent to which a competitive 
market for low-income solar has developed. 

8.16 Following the Commission's approval of the Illinois Solar for All Program, the 
Agency or a party may propose adjustments to the program terms, conditions, and 
requirements, including the price offered to new systems, to ensure the long-term viability 
and success of the program. The Commission shall review and approve any modifications 
to the program through the plan revision process described in Section 16-111.5 of the 
Public Utilities Act. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(5) 

2.6.4, 8.8 The Agency shall issue a request for qualifications for a third-party program 
administrator or administrators to administer all or a portion of the Illinois Solar for All 
Program. The third-party program administrator shall be chosen through a competitive bid 
process based on selection criteria and requirements developed by the Agency, including, 
but not limited to, experience in administering low-income energy programs and 
overseeing statewide clean energy or energy efficiency services. 

8.8 If the Agency retains a program administrator or administrators to implement all 
or a portion of the Illinois Solar for All Program, each administrator shall periodically 
submit reports to the Agency and Commission for each program that it administers, at 
appropriate intervals to be identified by the Agency in its long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan, provided that the reporting interval is at least quarterly. 
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 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(6) 

8.17 The long-term renewable resources procurement plan shall also provide for an 
independent evaluation of the Illinois Solar for All Program. At least every 2 years, the 
Agency shall select an independent evaluator to review and report on the Illinois Solar for 
All Program and the performance of the third-party program administrator of the Illinois 
Solar for All Program. The evaluation shall be based on objective criteria developed 
through a public stakeholder process. The process shall include feedback and participation 
from Illinois Solar for All Program stakeholders, including participants and organizations in 
environmental justice and historically underserved communities. The report shall include a 
summary of the evaluation of the Illinois Solar for All Program based on the stakeholder 
developed objective criteria. The report shall include the number of projects installed; the 
total installed capacity in kilowatts; the average cost per kilowatt of installed capacity to 
the extent reasonably obtainable by the Agency; the number of jobs or job opportunities 
created; economic, social, and environmental benefits created; and the total administrative 
costs expended by the Agency and program administrator to implement and evaluate the 
program. The report shall be delivered to the Commission and posted on the Agency's 
website, and shall be used, as needed, to revise the Illinois Solar for All Program. The 
Commission shall also consider the results of the evaluation as part of its review of the 
long-term renewable resources procurement plan under subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of 
this Act. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b-10) 

8.4.1 After the receipt of all payments required by Section 16-115D of the Public Utilities 
Act and payment in full of all contracts executed by the Agency under subsections (b) and 
(i) of this Section, if the balance of the Illinois Power Agency Renewable Energy Resources 
Fund is under $5,000, then the Fund shall be inoperative and any remaining funds and any 
funds submitted to the Fund after that date, shall be transferred to the Supplemental Low-
Income Energy Assistance Fund for use in the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program, as authorized by the Energy Assistance Act. 

 220 ILCS 5/16-108(k) 

2.6.1, 3.17.1, 
8.4.3 

If the amount of funds collected [by an electric utility through tariffed charges 
under 220 ILCS 5/16-108(k) to cover the costs associated with the purchase of renewable 
energy resources to meet the RPS standards of 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)) during the delivery 
year commencing June 1, 2017, exceeds the costs incurred during that delivery year, then 
up to half of this excess amount, as calculated on June 1, 2018, may be used to fund the 
programs under subsection (b) of Section 1-56 of the Illinois Power Agency Act in the same 
proportion the programs are funded under that subsection (b). However, any amount 
identified under this subsection (k) to fund programs under subsection (b) of Section 1-56 
of the Illinois Power Agency Act shall be reduced if it exceeds the funding shortfall. For 
purposes of this Section, "funding shortfall" means the difference between $200,000,000 
and the amount appropriated by the General Assembly to the Illinois Power Agency 
Renewable Energy Resources Fund during the period that commences on the effective date 
of this amendatory act of the 99th General Assembly and ends on August 1, 2018.  
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If the amount of funds collected during the delivery year commencing June 1, 2018, 
exceeds the costs incurred during that delivery year, then up to half of this excess amount, 
as calculated on June 1, 2019, may be used to fund the programs under subsection (b) of 
Section 1-56 of the Illinois Power Agency Act in the same proportion the programs are 
funded under that subsection (b). However, any amount identified under this subsection 
(k) to fund programs under subsection (b) of Section 1-56 of the Illinois Power Agency Act 
shall be reduced if it exceeds the funding shortfall.  

If the amount of funds collected during the delivery year commencing June 1, 2019, 
exceeds the costs incurred during that delivery year, then up to half of this excess amount, 
as calculated on June 1, 2020, may be used to fund the programs under subsection (b) of 
Section 1-56 of the Illinois Power Agency Act in the same proportion the programs are 
funded under that subsection (b). However, any amount identified under this subsection 
(k) to fund programs under subsection (b) of Section 1-56 of the Illinois Power Agency Act 
shall be reduced if it exceeds the funding shortfall.  

2.6.1, 3.17.1, 
8.4.3 

The funding available under this subsection (k), if any, for the programs described 
under subsection (b) of Section 1-56 of the Illinois Power Agency Act shall not reduce the 
amount of funding for the programs described in subparagraph (O) of paragraph (1) of 
subsection (c) of Section 1-75 of the Illinois Power Agency Act. 

2.2.5.3 If funding is available under this subsection (k) for programs described under 
subsection (b) of Section 1-56 of the Illinois Power Agency Act, then the long-term 
renewable resources plan shall provide for the Agency to procure contracts in an amount 
that does not exceed the funding, and the contracts approved by the Commission shall be 
executed by the applicable utility or utilities. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(b)(7) 

2.6.1, 8.4.3 If additional funding for the programs described in this subsection (b) is available 
under subsection (k) of Section 16-108 of the Public Utilities Act, then the Agency shall 
submit a procurement plan to the Commission no later than September 1, 2018, that 
proposes how the Agency will procure programs on behalf of the applicable utility. After 
notice and hearing, the Commission shall approve, or approve with modification, the plan 
no later than November 1, 2018. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(e) 

2.6.1 All renewable energy credits procured using monies from the Illinois Power 
Agency Renewable Energy Resources Fund shall be permanently retired. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(f) 

8.8, 8.17 The selection of one or more third-party program managers or administrators, the 
selection of the independent evaluator, and the procurement processes described in this 
Section are exempt from the requirements of the Illinois Procurement Code, under Section 
20-10 of that Code. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-56(h) 
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8.12 The Agency may assess fees to each bidder to recover the costs incurred in 
connection with a procurement process held under this Section. Fees collected from 
bidders shall be deposited into the Renewable Energy Resources Fund. 

 20 ILCS 3855/1-75(c)(1)(O) 

2.2.5.3, 2.6.1, 
3.17.1, 8.4.2, 
8.4.5 

For the delivery year beginning June 1, 2018, the long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan required by this subsection (c) shall provide for the Agency to procure 
contracts to continue offering the Illinois Solar for All Program described in subsection (b) 
of Section 1-56 of this Act, and the contracts approved by the Commission shall be executed 
by the utilities that are subject to this subsection (c). The long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan shall allocate 5% of the funds available under the plan for the applicable 
delivery year, or $10,000,000 per delivery year, whichever is greater, to fund the programs, 
and the plan shall determine the amount of funding to be apportioned to the programs 
identified in subsection (b) of Section 1-56 of this Act; provided that for the delivery years 
beginning June 1, 2017, June 1, 2021, and June 1, 2025, the long-term renewable resources 
procurement plan shall allocate 10% of the funds available under the plan for the 
applicable delivery year, or $20,000,000 per delivery year, whichever is greater, and 
$10,000,000 of such funds in such year shall be used by an electric utility that serves more 
than 3,000,000 retail customers in the State to implement a Commission-approved plan 
under Section 16-108.12 of the Public Utilities Act. In making the determinations required 
under this subparagraph (O), the Commission shall consider the experience and 
performance under the programs and any evaluation reports. The Commission shall also 
provide for an independent evaluation of those programs on a periodic basis that are 
funded under this subparagraph (O). 

 

  


